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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 0141 1 

LIMDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, GW, UR 
SUBJECT: BREZHNEV VISIT 

REFS: (A) PARIS 01877; (B) BONN 00999 

1 . DURING A CALL ON FOREIGN OFFICE STATE SECRETARY 
VAN WELL ON JANUARY 24, 1 ASKED IF THERE WERE ANY NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING THE BREZHNEV VISIT. VAN WELL 
SAID SOVIET AMBASSADOR FALIN, IN ADVISING THE CHANCELLOR 
OF THE POSTPONEMENT ON JANUARY 17, HAD STATED 
THAT THE VISIT WOULD BE RESCHEDULED AS SOON AS BREZHNEV 
HAD RECUPERATED FROM THE FLU. IN RESPONSE TO A DIRECT 
QUESTION FROM SCHMIDT, FALIN HAD ASSURED HIM THAT 
BREZHNEV'S HEALTH WAS THE SOLE REASON FOR THE 
POSTPONEMENT. FALIN HAD CLEARLY INDICATED THAT THE 
VISIT WOULD BE RESCHEDULED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND 
VAN WELL SPECULATED THAT THIS MIGHT BE MARCH OR APRIL. 
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2. VAN WELL SAID THE FRG HAD NO INFORMATION ON 
BREZHNEV'S HEALTH BEYOND WHAT FALIN HAD TOLD SCHMIDT, 
I.E., THE SOVIET LEADER HAD THE FLU AND AT HIS ADVANCED 
AGE EXTENSIVE RECUPERATION WAS NECESSARY. 

3. COMMENT: VAN WELL'S STATEMENT ABOUT FRG VIEWS ON 
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BREZHNEV'S HEALTH IS SOMEWHAT AT VARIANCE WITH WHAT 
WE HAVE BEEN HEARING FROM OTHER SENIOR GERMAN OFFICIALS. 

THE LATTER HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE SOVIET LEADER 
IS MORE SERIOUSLY ILL. THESE OFFICIALS ARE LESS 
INCLINED THAN VAN WELL TO THINK BREZHNEV WILL MAKE 
HIS LONG AWAITED VISIT THIS SPRING. 
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